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SUMMARY
I n t roduct ion
I n  t h i c  c t r r d r r  ( t h e  t i t l e  o f  w h l c h  c a n  b e  p a r a p h r a s e d :  E v a l u a t i v e  L a n g u -* - - - J
age .  Seman t i c  and  P ragma t i c  Fea fu res  o f  Na r ra t i ve  Eva lua t rons ) ,  we  a re
conce rned  w i t h  an  impo r tan t  doma j -n  o f  l anguage  use ,  v i z .  t he  exp ress ion
o f  va lue  j udgemen ts .  Focus ing  on  eva lua t i ve  s ta temen ts  made  i n  t he
cou rse  o f  s to r i es  t o l d  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  r ad io  and  t e l ev i s i on  i n te r v i ews  i n
Du tch ,  \M€  advance  a  t heo ry  abou t  t he  exp ress ion  i n  l anguage  o f  a t t i t udes
and  emo t i ons .  The  gene ra l  na tu re  o f  ou r  r esea rch  i n to  eva lua t i ve
language  i s  a  p ragma t i c  one ,  bu t  ou r  ana l ys i s  i nc l udes  t he  p ropos i t i ona l
cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  eva lua t i ons  as  we l l  as  t he  rhe to r i ca l  dev i ces  t ha r
speake rs  (o f  Du tch  )  emp loy  t o  a rgue  ,  o r  t o  sugges t  ,  t he  p laus ib i l i t y  o f
t h e i r  s t a n d p o i n t .
Chapter 1
The  ma in  a im  o f  ou r  f i r s t  chap te r  i s  me thodo log i ca l .  A f t e r  p resen t i ng  t he
reade r  w i t h  t he  cen t ra l  i s sue  o f  ou r  s tudy  (1 .  e .  t he  spec i f  i ca t i . on  o f  t he
op t i ons  t ha t  l anguage  use rs  have  a t  t he l r  d i sposa l  t o  exp ress  va luejudgemen ts ,  and  t he  exp lana t i on  o f  why  ce r ta i n  op t i ons  a re  chosen  )  ,  we
go  i n to ,  a l be i t  no t  deep l y ,  t he  scho la r l y  backg round  to  ou r  r esea rch ,
out l in ing some major  developments  in  the funct iona l  approach to  ord inary
l anguage  and  h igh l i gh t i ng ,  o f  cou rse ,  Aus t i n ' s  con t r i bu t i ons  t o  t he  f j . e l d -
From th is  survey i t  fo l lows that  the eva luat ive funct j .on o f  language
ough t  t o  be  s tud ied  i n  v i vo ,  wh i ch  means  t ha t  va lue  j udgemen ts  a re  t o
be  ana l ysed  i n  t he i r  con tex t  o f  u t t e rance .  We  then  s i ng le  ou t  na r ra t i ve
as  a  gen re  o f  l anguage  use  t ha t  i s  mos t  su i t ab le  f o r  ou r  pu rposes ,  and
we of fer  a  prov is iona l  in t roduct ion to  the theory  o f  ora l  nar ra t ive (which
i s  f u r t he r  subs tan t i a ted  i n  Ch .  2 )  ,  Bu i l d i ng  ma in l y  on  Labov '  s
expos i t i ons  conce rn ing  t he  ove ra l l  s t r uc tu re  o f  o ra l  na r ra t i ve ,  we  a rgue
tha t  va lue  j udgemen ts  a re  bes t  s tud ied  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  na r ra t i àn ,
cons ide r i ng  t ha t
na r ra t i ve  p rov ides  a  r i ch  sou rce  o f  r e l evan t  ma te r i a l ,  s i nce  na r ra t i ve ,
as  a  conve rsa t i ona l  gen re ,  compe ls  t he  na r ra to r  t o  unde r l i ne  t he
' t e l l ab i l i t y '  o f  h i s  s to r y ,  and  va r i ous  eva lua t i on  dev i ces  a re  cons ide red
as  p rope r  means  t o  t h i s  end ;
focus ing on narra t ive eva luat ions ena-b les us to  take in to  account  the
' ob jec t s '  o f  eva lua t i on ,  t ha t  i s  t he  eva lua ta ,  s i nce  t he  na r ra to r  no t  on l y
exPresses  h i s  a t t i t udes  o r  emo t i ons ,  bu t  a l so  desc r i bes  t he  even ts  o r  t he
s ta tes  o f  a f f  a i r  t o  wh i ch  h i s  eva lua t i , ons  pe r ta i n ;
t he  l as t  decade  has  shown  a  vas t  i nc rease  o f  s tud ies  on  na r ra t i ve  f r om
the perspect ives o f  both tex t  grammar and funct iona l  l ingu is t ics
therefore,  our  analys is  can s ide wi th  a  f ru i t fu l  t rad i t ion,  i f  not  a
p a r a d i g m .
Having thus narrowed down the open-ended category  o f  va luejudgements  to  narra t ive eva luat ion,  our  next  s tep is  to  argue the
me thodo log i ca l  advan tages  o f  cen t r i ng  on  na r ra t i ve  eva lua t i ons  t ha t  a re
o f f e red  i n  t he  con tex t  o f  s t o r i es  i n  b roadcas t  i n te r v i ews .  I n  o rde r  t o  do
so  \Me  d i scuss  some  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  t he  mass  med ia ,  conc lud ing  t ha t
s i nce  mass  commun ica t i on  i s  pub l i c  commun ica t i on ,  t he  cond i t i ons  unde r
wh i ch  t he  resea rche r  i n te rp re t s  t he  da ta  t ha t  na r ra t i ves  i n  t he  mass
' k  I  a m  m o s t  g n a t e f u l  t o  D n  A . J .  v a n  E s s e n  w h o  w a s  k i n d  e n o u q h  t o  c o n r e c t  t h e  w o r s t  m i s t a k e s  i n
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wh  j , ch  i s  l i ab le  t o  deve lop  i n  a  spec i f i c  r ec ip i en t -des igned  wd5 l ,  t hus
r ^ ^ ' r i ^ ^  t ^  h e c o m e  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  f o r  n o n - p a r t i c i p a n t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e
re  sea rche r  )  ,  t he  ' pub l i c '  l anguage  used  i n  t he  mass  med ia  i s  i n
p r i n c i p l e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  f o r  e v e r y  m e s s a g e  r e c e i v e r ;
-  f r om the  un i l a te ra l  na tu re  o f  mass  commun ica t i on  i t  f o l l ows  t ha t
na r ra t i . ves  i n  t he  mass  med ia  t end  t o  be  eva lua ted  more  c l ea r l y  o r  more
s t rong l y  t han  na r ra t i ves  pe r fo rmed  i n  p r i va te  conve rsa t i ons  a l l ow ing
f e e d b a c k .
Chap te r  2
T h i s  c h a p t e r  o p e n s  w i t h a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  e s s e n t i a l  a s p e c t s  o f
r ecen t  r esea rch  i n to  t he  cha rac te r i s t i , c s  o f  ' na tu ra l  na r ra t i ve '  c r
non - l i t e ra r y  s to r i es ,  f i r s t  t ack l i ng  t he  i ssue  o f  how  to  de f i ne  na r ra t i ve .
Cons ide r i ng  seve ra l  p roposa l s  t ha t  have  been  pu t  f o rwa rd  t o  se t t l e  t h i s
theme ,  w€  a rgue  t ha t  ou r  ana l ys i s  i s  f avou red  by  a  l i be ra l  s t andpo in t  as
rega rds  s to r y  de f i n i t i on ,  t hus  s i d i ng  w i t h  p rom inen t  scho la r s  l i ke  Labov
a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  P o l a n y i .  D i s t i n g u i s h i . n g  t w o  m a i n  s t r e a m s  i n  l i n g u i s t i c
and  d i scou rse  s tud ies  on  na r ra t i ve ,  we  f u r t he r  exp lo re  t he  me thodo log i ca l
and  ana l y t i ca l  cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  t he  s t ruc tu ra l  app roach  t o  na r ra t i ve  o r ,
as  i t  i s  ap t l y  t e rmed ,  s to r y  g rammar .  Du i y  acknow ledg ing  s to r y
g rammars  f o r  t he  i ns i gh t s  t hey  a l l ow  i n to  t he  deep  s t ruc tu res  t ha t
unde r l i e  na r ra t i ve  pe r fo rmance ,  i t  i s  neve r the less  demons t ra ted  t ha t ,  by
and  l a rge ,  t he  s t ruc tu ra l i s t  app roach  t o  na r ra t i ve  sys tema t i ca l l y  i gno res
the  eva lua t i ve  s t ruc tu res  o f  s to r y  t ex t s ,  wh i ch  sugges ts  t ha t  s to r y
g rammar  has  l i . t t l e  t o  o f f e r  t o  t hose  i n te res ted  j , n  t he  exp ress i ve
componen ts  o f  s to r y  t e l t i ng
A  func t i ona l  app roach  t o  na r ra t i ve ,  as  ou t l i ned  by  Labov  and  expanded
f i r s t  and  f o remos t  by  Po lany i ,  wou ld  be  more  p rom is ing :  w i t h i n  t h i s
pe rspec t i ve ,  amp le  cons ide ra t i on  i s  g i ven  t o  t he  f ac t  t ha t  na r ra t i ves ,
a l t hough  mono logues  i n  many  respec t s ,  a re  t yp i ca l l y  t o l d  i n  conve rsa t i on -
a l  se t t i ngs ,  and  t ha t  t he  gen re  as  such  mee ts  a  se t  o f  seve re
in te rac t i ona l  cons t ra i n t s .  As  Labov  has  conv inc ing l y  a rgued ,  na r ra t i ve
eva lua t i ons  can  be  exp la i ned ,  bo th  as  rega rds  t he i r  occu r rence  and  t he i r
l i ngu i s t i c  f o rms ,  i n  t e rms  o f  t he i r  i n te rac t i ona l  f unc t i on .
Howeve r ,  when  i . t  comes  to  exam in ing  t he  de ta i l s  o f  Labov '  s  t heo ry  o f
eva lua  t i on  ,  we  am ive  a t  t he  conc  l us ion  t ha t  i t  i s  a t  f  au l t .  We  w  j . 11  say
th i s  much  fo r  h i s  t heo ry :  t ha t ,  i nsp i r i ng  and  i n f l uen t i a l  t hough  i t  may
be ,  i t s  l i ngu i s t i c  ana l ys i s  o f  eva lua t i ons  as  depa r tu res  f r om bas i c
na r ra t i ve  syn tax  i s  l ack ing  i n  cons i s ten t  exp lana t i ons ;  t he  one - to -one
re la t i onsh ip  t ha t  Labov  d i sce rns  be tween  syn tac t i c  'ma rkedness '  and
eva lua t i ve  f unc t i on  j . s  demons t rab l y  f a l l ac i ous .  As  t o  Po lany i ' s  ach leve -
men ts  rega rd ing  t he  ana l ys i s  o f  eva lua t i . ve  dev i ces  t ha t  p l ay  a  pa r t  i n
the  shap ing  o f  na r ra t i ve  t ex t s ,  w€  canno t  he lp  d raw ing  s im i l a r
conc lus ions :  once  he r  t heo ry  o f  eva lua t i on ,  so  e loquen t l y  p roposed
th roughou t  he r  va r i ous  a r t i c l es  on  t he  sub jec t ,  i s  sc ru t i n i zed ,  one  i s
s t ruck  by  t he  f  ac t  t ha t  Po lany i ' s  o f t en  i ns i gh t f u l  r emarks  do  no t  a l l ow
for  a  genera l ized theory ,  s lnce she deems the force of  potent ia l
eva lua t i ve  means  comp le te l y  dependen t  on  t he  na tu re  o f  t ex tua l
env i ronmen t .
Amp l i f y i ng  ou r  r e fu ta t i on  o f  t he  va l i d i t y  o f  Labov '  s  and  Po lany i '  s
v i ews  abou t  na r ra t i ve  eva lua t i ons ,  we  con tend  t ha t  an  adequa te  t heo ry  o f
eva lua t i ve  l anguage  has  no t  so  become  ava i l ab le .  We  subsequen t l y  a rgue
tha t  i n  o rde r  t o  deve lop  a  such  t heo rv .  one  wou ld  be  we lL -adv i sed  t o
i,
l o o k  t o  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  n o t a b l y  s p e e c h  a c t  t h e o r y ,  a n d
p s y c h o l o g y  s o  a s  t o  a c h i e v e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a t t i t u d e s ,  s t a n d p o i n t s ,  f e e l i n g s ,  e t c .  ,  a n d  i n  t h e
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  l o g i c a l l y  f o r g o  e v a l u a t i v e  u t t e r a n c e s .
Chap te r  J
T h e  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e  o f  o u r  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  s p e e c h  a c t  s t a t u s  o f
( n a r r a t i v e  )  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  u n a v o i d a b l - y  S e a r l e '  s  t a x o n o m y  o f  i l l o c u t i o n a r y
a c t s  t h a t  m a k e s  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  c a s e s  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  o n e s  u n d e r
d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h a t  i t  c o m p r i s e s  a  c a t e g o r y  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  ' e x p r e s s i v e s '  .
T h e  i l l o c u t i o n a r y  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  r s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  a b o u t  a  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  i . e .  h i s  f e e h - n g s  a n d
a t t i t u d e s .  P r o b l e m s  a r i s e  w h e n  w h a t  S e a r l e  a s s u m e s  t o  b e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s
o f  e x p r e s s i v e  s p e e c h  a c t s  a r e  f u r t h e r  e x a m i . n e d .  S p e c i f  i c a 1 l y ,  h i s
c o n t e n t i o n  " t h a t  i n  e x p r e s s i v e s  t h e r e  i s  n o  d i r e c t i o n  o f  f i t "  i s  s h o w n  t o
b e  e r r o n e o u s ,  s i n c e  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  a  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t  ( a  t y p e  o f  a c t  t h a t
u n d o u b t e d l y  f a l l s  u n d e r  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  e x p r e s s i v e s  )  ,  a  s p e a k e r  i s
c e r t a i n l y  " t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  w o r d s  t o  m a t c h  t h e  w o r 1 d "  ( t o  a d o p t  S e a r l e s k
p h r a s e o l o g y ) .  l n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  e v a l u a t i o n s  a r e  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  r e p r e s e n t a -
t i v e s  a  v i e w p o i n t  t h a t  c o m e s  c l o s e  t o  A u s t l n  '  s  i n  t h a t  t h e y  h  a v e
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t r u t h  a n d  f a l s i t y .  S i d i n g  w l t h  s u c h  p h l l o s o p h e r s  a s  R o s s
a n d  L e w i - s ,  w ê  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  o f  a n y  e v a l u a t i v e
s t a t e m e n t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  a  k i n d  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  O n c e  t h e  t e n a b i l i t y  o f
v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t s  i s  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  w e  a s s e r t  t h a t  e v a l u a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s
e m a n a t e  f r o m  c o g n i t i v e  p r o c e s s e s :  a n  e v a l u a t u m  i s  j u d g e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o
s o m e  e v a l u a t i o n  s t a n d a r d .  a n d  t h e  e v a l u a t o r  h a s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e
g o o d - m a k i n g  a n d  b a d - m a k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  e v a l u a t u m  l n  o r d e r  t o
a r r i v e  a t  a  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t .  I n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  T a y l o r ,  w e  f u r t h e r
p r o p o s e  t h a t  a  p e r s o n ' s  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t  e n t a i l s  h l s  p r o  o r  c o n - a t t i t u d e
t o w a r d s  t h e  e v a l u a t u m .  W e  d e v e l o p  a  s t r u c t u r a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f
e v a l u a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  w h e n  w e  e x p l o r e  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r a m i f i c a t l o n s  o f
e v a l u a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s .  D r a w i n g  u p o n  L y o n s ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a L  t r e a t i s e  o n
e m o t i o n ,  w €  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  a  f o r m u l a  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f
t h e  s e m a n t i c  d e e p  s t r u c t u r e  o f  e v a l u a t i v e  u t t e i a n c e s .  A s  i t  s h o w s  h o w  t h e
c o n s t i t u e n t s  m u t u a l l y  h a n g  t o g e t h e r ,  t h i s  p r o t o t y p e  s e r v e s  a s  a
c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  d e v i c e  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  o u r  e m p i r r c a l  d a t a .
Chap te r  4
A p p l y i n g  t h e  m o d e l  r e a s o n e d  i n  C h .  3 ,  o u r  a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e s  a
d e s c r i p t i v e  a n d  e x p l a n a t o r y  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f
n a r r a t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n s .  O n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  p r o p e r t i e s  w e
iden t i f y  th ree  bas ic  modes  fo r  eva lua t ion  exp ress ion  i , n  a  na r ra t i ve
c o n t e x t :  t h e  a t t i t u d i n a l  m o d e ,  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  m o d e ,  a n d  t h e  a c t i o n a l  m o d e ;
t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  e a c h  s u c h  b a s i c  m o d e  a r e  f  u r t h e r  e x a m i n e d .  A s  t o
t h e  a t t i t u d i n a l  m o d e ,  w ê  b e g i , n  b y  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  b e t w e e n  w o r t h  o r  v a l u e
on  the  one  hand  and  va lua t ion  o r  appra isa l  on  the  o the r  i n  o rde r  to
d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  o b j e c t - o r i . e n t e d  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t - o r i e n t e d  a s p e c t s  o f
e v a l u a t i o n s ;  t h o s e  l i n g u i s t i c  d e v i c e s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  e x a m i n e d  (  a n d
e x p l a i n e d  )  t h a t  a l l o w  o f  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  ' c o n t e x t  a c t u a l i z a -
t i o n '  ,  b y  w h i c h  a  c e r t a i n  f o r e g r o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  n a r r a t o r  i s  m e a n t
t h a t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  \ M a y  h e  e x p r e s s e s  h i s  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t s  a n d / o r  h i s
e s t i m a t e s .  A s  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  w €  g o  r a t h e r  d e e p l y  i n t o  t h e  t r i v i a t a  o f
l i n g u i s t l c  p e r f o r m a n c e  o r  l a n g u a g e  u s e  s o  a s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  w h o l e  g a m u t
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n f  c f  r a  t a c  i o q  t h a t  c a n  b e  e x p l o i t e d  t o  g i v e  a  n a r r a t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  a
c e r t a i n  ' p e r s o n a l  t o u c h '  .
O u r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  m o d e  b u i l d s  o n  L y o n s '  s  a n a l y s i . s  o f  t h e
p s l n c h o p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  e m o t i o n s .  D i s e n t a n g l i n g  i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a s
r e g a r d s  e m o t i o n a l  u t t e r a n c e s ,  w e  a d v a n c e  h i s  ' c a u s a l - e v a l u a t i v e '  t h e o r y
n r  a m n t i n n  . h o w i n g  ( t f r e )  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m u l a t i o n  o p t r o n s  t h a t  s p e a k e r se r r r v L t v r r t
have ,  and  asce r ta i n i ng  (and  exp ) .a i n i ng  )  t he  p re fe rence  t ha t  na r ra to r s
espec ia l l y  have  f o r  s ta temen ts  t ha t  desc r i be  t he r r  phys i ca l  ag i t a t i ons
du r i ng  t he  even t  t ha t  i s  na r ra ted  o r  t ha t  f ea tu re  symp toms  wh i ch  a re
rndex i ca l l y  r e l a ted  t o  t he  bod i l y  changes  t ha t  t hey  expe r i ence  du r i ng  t he
na r ra t i on  bu t  wh i ch  bespeak  t he i r  a t t j . t ude  t owards  t he  na r ra ted  even t .
We  p roceed  w i t h  a  d i scuss ion  o f  t he  p rope r t i es  o f  t he  ac t i ona l  mode ,
unde r  wh i ch  f a l l  u t t e rances  t ha t  i nd i ca te  t he  na r ra to r '  s  eva lua t i ve
a t t i t ude  by  means  o f  a  desc r i p t i on  o f  t he  ove r t  ac t i ons  he  pe r fo rmed  as  a
concomi tan t  t o  t ha t  s tandpo in t .
As  rega rds  a l l  t h ree  bas i c  modes ,  ou r  dea l i ngs  w i t h  t he  m inu t i ae  o f
eva lua t l ve  l anguage  Iead  us  t o  t he  conc lus ion  t ha t  con tex t  ac tua l i za t i on
wh ich  s t resses  t he  qua l i t y  o f  a  s t r ong  pe rsona l  i nvo l vemen t  o f  t he
na r ra to r  -  i s  t he  impe tus  o f  u t t e rance  cons t ruc t i on  i n  t he  eva lua t i on
s t r u c t u r e  o f  n a r r a t i v e .
We fo l low up our  exp lanat ion o f  the fundamenta ls  o f  nar ra t ive
eva lua t i on  by  two  de r i va t i ona l  sub  j ec t s :  compound  eva lua t i . ons  and
imp l i c i t  eva lua t i on .  As  t o  t he  f o rmer  ca tego ry ,  w€  d i sce rn  va r i ous  t ypes
o f  compoundedness .  Focus ing  on  con junc t i ons  f i r s t ,  w€  d i scuss  (moda1 )
cong ruency  and  (a t t i t ud ina l  )  homogene i t y .  We  then  t u rn  t o  na r ra t i ve
eva lua t i ons  t ha t  a re  d i scon t i nuous l y  o rgan i zed  i n  t he  ove ra l l  f ab r i c  o f
t he  na r ra t i ve  t ex t ;  f i r s t  we  d i scuss  t he  connec t i ons  be tween  p rospec t i ve
and  re t rospec t i ve  eva lua t i ons ;  second ,  w€  d raw  a t t en t i on  t o  a  p ragma t i c
phenomenon  te rmed  ' eva lua t i ve  p ince r  s t r uc tu res '  .  The  f i na l  t op i c  unde r
d i scuss ion  i n  t he  l eng thy  f ou r th  chap te r  i s  imp l i c i t  eva lua t i on .  I n
impl ic i t  eva luat i .on the speaker  is  not  convey ing eva luat ive in format ion
th rough  the  p ropos i t i ona l  con ten t  ;  r a the r ,  h i s  a t t i t ude  j . s  s i . gna l l ed  by  t he
way  he  o f f  e r s  desc r i p t i ve  na r ra t i ve  i n fo rma t i on .  As  t o  t he  f o rma l  aspec t s
o f  t he  se  '  eva lua t i ve  desc r i p t i - ons  '  ,  we  obse rve  seve ra l  s t r a teg ies  t ha t  a re
pa ras i t i c  on  t he  dev i ces  emp loyed  t o  ' pe rsona l i ze '  exp l i c i t  eva lua t i ve
s t a t e m e n t s .
I t  i s  ou r  conv i - c t i on  t ha t  ou r  ana l ys i s  o f  na r ra t i ve  eva lua t i ons  makes  up
wha t  l a rge l y  rema ined  w i t hou t  su f f i c i en t  f ounda t i on  i n  Labov ' s  and
Po lany i ' s  wo rk ,  and  t o  a  cons ide rab le  ex ten t  expands  l i ngu i s t i c  t heo ry  o f
eva lua t i ve  l anguage  i n  gene ra l .
Chapter  5  \
l n  t h i s  chap te r ,  t he  resu l t s  o f  ou r  r esea rch  a re  cons ide red  f r om the
pe rspec t i ve  o f  r he to r i cs .  Hav ing  ga ined  i ns igh t  i n  t he  de ta i l s  o f
eva lua t i ve  l anguage ,  we  t r y  t o  asce r ta i n  wha t  a re  t he  ' t ac t i ca l  me r l t s '
o f  t he  op t i ons  t ha t  na r ra to r s  have  t o  exp ress  t he i r  a t t i t udes .  U t i l i z i ng
the  concep t i on  o f  a  rhe to r i c  t ha t  equa tes  rhe to r i ca l  s t r a teg ies  t o  means
used  (by  t he  na r ra to r ,  i n  ou r  case  )  t o  max im ize  t he  chance  t ha t  t he
rece iver  wi l l  respond in  the way favoured or  in tended by the sender  o f
t he  message ,  w€  i n i t i a l l y  dwe l l  on  such  s . t r a teg ies  t ha t  a re  a rgumen ta t i ve
in  na tu re .  We  re fe r  t o  a rgumen ta t i ve  s t ra teg ies  i f  a  na r ra to r  i s  t r y i ng  t o
conv ince the addre ssee of  the p laus ib i l i ty  o f  h is  j  udgement  on the
g rounds  o f  a  ra t i ona l  a rgumen t .  D raw ing  upon  the  da ta ,  w€  d i scuss ,  i n
some  techn i ca l  de ta i . l ,  seve ra l  a rgumen ta t i ve  p rocedu res  t ha t  na r ra to r s
h a b i t u a l l y  f o l l o w  w h e n  t h e y  a r g u e  t h e i r  s t a n d p o i n t .
A  s e t  o f  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s  i s  a s s e m b l e d  i n  a
c a t e g o r y  t e r m e d  ' i n t e r a c t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s ' ;  t h e s e  d i f f e r  f r o m  a r g u m e n t a t i v e
s t r a t e g i e s  i n  t h a t  t h e y  f a l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  g i v i n g  r e a s o n s .  W h a t
t h e y  h a v e  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h o u g h ,  l s  t h a t  t h e i r  r h e t o r i c a l
i m p a c t  b u i l d s  o n  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n a l  (  '  i n t e r h u m a n '  ,  i f  y o u  1 1 k e  )  r e l a t i o n
b e t w e e n  t h e  n a r r a t o r  a n d  t h e  a d d r e s s e e .  A r g u i n g  a l o n g  l i n e s  s u c h  a s
d e v e l o p e d  b y  G o f f m a n  o r  B r o w n  a n d  L e v i n s o n ,  w €  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c o n n e c t r o n
b e t w e e n  c e r t a i n  f o r m u l a t i o n  o p t i o n s  a n d  t h e  s p e a k e r '  s  '  ( p o s i t i v e  o r
n e g a t i v e  )  f a c e '  ,  t h u s  a s s e s s i n e  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  r a t i o n a l e  o f  a  b r o a d  r a n g e
o f  p h e n o m e n a  o f  l a n g u a g e  u s a g e  m a n i f e s t i n g  i n ,  o r  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f ,
e v a l u a t i o n ;  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  c o n t e x t  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  d i s c e r n e d
i n  C h .  4  c a n  b e  w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  v i e w e d  i n  t h e  l i e h t  o f  r h e t o r i c a l
q u a l i t y .
Chap te r  6
1 n  a  c o n c i s e  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  o u r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  e v a l u a t i v e
d i m e n s i o n  o f  o r a l  n a r r a t i v e  a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  f r o m  a  h i g h e r - r a n k i n g
v i e w p o i n t .  G i v e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  e v a l u a t i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  w €  r e f l e c t
t h a t  l i n g u i s t i c  f o r m s  ( s u c h  a s  o u r  d a t a  )  a r e  t o  b e  c o n c e i v e d  o f  a s  t h e
o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  ( o r  i n t e r a c t i o n  )  o f  t w o  a u t o n o m o u s  s y s t e m s  t h a t ,
b y  a n d  l a r g e ,  m a k e  u p  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  I i n g u i s t i c  c o m p e t e n c e .  l t  i s
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a l l  l i n g u i s t i c  o u t p u t  i s  g o v e r n e d  b y  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  s e t s  o f
p r o d u c  t i . o n  c o n d i t i o n s :  t h e  l a n g u a g e  s y s t e m ,  o r  g r a m m a r ,  w h i c h  a s  s u c h
p a r t a k e s  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  W o r l d  1  o b j e c t  i . n  t h e  s e n s e  o f
P o p p e r '  s ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s y s t e m  (  a  W o r l d  3  o b  j  e c t  a c c o r d r n g  t o
t h e  a l l e g e d  o n t o l o g y  )  w h i c h ,  c o n f i n e d  t o  o u r  s u b j e c t ,  c o m p r i s e s  t h e
( p r a c t i c a i )  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h o w  o n e  c o n t r i v e s  t o  h a v e  t h e  i n t e n d e d  i m p a c t
o n  t h e  l i s t e n e r .  L a n g u a g e  p r o d u c t i . o n  i n  a c t u  e m a n a t e s  f r o m  t h e  c o - o p e r a -
t i o n  o f  b o t h  s y s t e m s ,  p r e s u m a b l y  i n  t h a t  W o r l d  3  o b j e c t s  a c t  o n  W o r l d  1
o b j e c t s .  F r o m  t h e  W o r l d  3  s y s t e m  a l l  t h o s e  p r a g m a t i c  f e a t u r e s  o f
e v a L u a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s  d e r i v e  t h a t .  i n  a na r ra t r ve  con tex t .  se rve  t o
p r o j e c t  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  i n t e r l o c u t o r s ,  a n d  t h a t  s o  h e a r t l l y  f l a v o u r
n a r r a t i o n s .
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